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 Country: Germany 

1 Introduction 

1.1 Institutions and links 

Institution Link 

Retail professional insurance association:  http://www.bghw.de/ 

Business (office) insurance association:  http://www.vbg.de/  

Union of insurance associations:  http://www.dguv.de/inhalt/index.jsp 

Federal Institute for Occupational Safety and 
Health 

http://www.baua.de  

S&H legislation database: http://bibliothek.arbeitssicherheit.de 

 

1.2 Health & Safety Law references 

 
Laws in Germany are usually referred to as an article number plus the law abbreviation with caps and 
small caps. 
For example: “§6 ArbSchG” means “Article 6 of Arbeitsschutzgesetz” 
Many other terms are also shortened for convenience as german language can have extensive words 
(SiBa for Sicherheitsbeauftragte, SiFa for Sicherheitsfachkraft)  
Normally H&S law is country wide. State/regions sometimes define specific laws (for e.g. building 
standards). 
Many regulations are set directly by the worker’s Health insurance associations (Berufsgenossenschaft, 
BG), which are quite powerful in Germany. 
 
Hierarchy of laws: Gesetze, Verordnungen, Satzungen und Verwaltungsvorschriften 
 
The main pieces of Health & Safety Law: 
 

Full name Abbreviation Content 

Arbeitssicherheitsgesetz ASiG Act on Occupational Physicians, Safety 
Engineers and Other Occupational Safety 
Specialists  

Arbeitsschutzgesetz ArbSchG Occupational Safety and Health Act 

Berufsgenossenschaftliche 
Verordnungen 

BGV A,B,C,D, (new 
numbering DGUV 
Vorschrift) 

Series of rules (from the  Worker’s Health 
Insurances) 

Mutterschutzgesetz MuschG Mother protection law 

Jugendarbeitsschutzgesetz JArbschG Young workers protection law 

Arbeitsstättenverordnung ArbStättV Workplace regulations 
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Full name Abbreviation Content 

Arbeitsstättenrichtlinien ASR  Workplace guidelines 

Verordnung zur 
Arbeitsmedizinischen Vorsorge 

ArbMedVV Regulation on Occupational Health 
Care/Services 

Gefahrstoffverordnung GefStoffV  Ordinance on Hazardous Chemicals 

Sozialgesetzbuch SGB Social protection law 

Betriebs-Verordnung BetrVO Company regulations (regional) 

Versammlungsstättenverordnung VStättV Public/private places regulation (regional) 

Landes-Bauordnung BauO building law (regional, Federal State level) 

Trinkwasserverordnung  TrinkwV Potable water law 

Lastenhandhabungsverordnung  LasthandhabV Manual Handling regulation 

Verordnung zum Schutze der 
Mütter am Arbeitsplatz 
 

MuSchRiV 
MuSchArbV 
 

Expecting Mother Guidelines on 
evaluation of risk 

berufsgenossenschaftliche 
Vorschriften- und Regelwerk 

BG V / R / I Worker’s Health insurance association 
rules, regulation, information 

Unfallversicherungs-
Anzeigeverordnung  

UVAV Accident insurance reporting law 

Betriebssicherheitsverordnung BetrSichVO Ordinance on Industrial Safety and Health 
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